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As activities of the Child Rights month get underway, the principle of     
inclusion automatically draws our attention—inclusion of children and 
marginalised communities into mainstream deliberations at all levels about 
their lives and livelihoods. From COP 26 in Scotland to public hearings 
where children present their grievances in Karnataka, children are looking 
for a platform to make their voices heard. However, it is not enough to 
simply tell those traditionally excluded people that they are now included. 

We need to support them to take their places at the table with opportunities 
and education, which is what BREADS does in its work on the ground. 

The Right to Inclusion 

“I invite you to stand with us. And we hope that you will give up the old ways      

of thinking and the old habits. But let me be clear, when we invite you to                

join us, we will lead, even if you don’t. We will act, even if you delay,"                                 

Vinisha Umashankar, 15 years old, from Tamil Nadu, the youngest finalist of the               

Earthshot Prize, speaking to world leaders, environmentalists and scientists at COP 26.  

Vinisha’s statement echoed the voices of many 

young people protesting outside the COP 26 confer-

ences. Climate activists from YOUNGO, the Chil-

dren and Youth Constituency of UN Climate 

Change, delivered to the COP leadership, a state-

ment signed by 40,000 young people demanding 

change and inclusion. The youngsters claim leader-

ship because they feel the current leaders are not 

doing enough to protect the Earth and their rights to 

life on this planet. The children and young people 

are asking very straight, hard questions of the adults 

who are currently responsible for preserving their 

lives. How do we answer? 

Communities at high risk from various parts of the 

developing world, and the children, are rightfully 

demanding that their voices be heard  because they 

are the ones who bear the drastic consequences of 

the development choices made by more affluent 

countries. As champions of the right to be heard and 

participation in matters that concern one’s life, how 

can we not stand with the children and young peo-

ple to act against climate change? 

In this edition of Slice, we reflect on the critical as-

pects of Climate Change through the perspective of 

child rights because climate change is recognised as 

one of the biggest threats to the welfare of children 

now and in the coming years.  
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Child Rights and Climate Change 

The climate crisis is a child rights crisis- UNICEF 

UNICEF created a Children’s Climate Risk Index (CCRI), using data to generate global evidence on the 
number of children currently exposed to climate and environmental hazards. The CCRI helps understand and 

measure the likelihood of impact of climate and environmental shocks or stresses that erode development 
progress and worsen the deprivation and/or humanitarian situations affecting children, vulnerable households, 
and groups. 

Among the countries where children are most at risk, India is ranked 26th out of 163 countries, with a 

CCRI of 7.4 calculated on climate and environmental factors (9.0) and child vulnerability (4.6). Flooding 

and air pollution are repeated environmental shocks that make India a high-risk country with high socioeco-
nomic impact on women and children. Fifteen of the world’s 20 most polluted cities are in India (IQAir). 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report, August 2021 warns: 

• The Indian subcontinent will have a 20 percent surge in extreme rainfall events, rainfall will 

become incessant and erratic leading to floods, depressions will intensify into deep depres-

sions, and cyclonic events will become more frequent across eastern and western coasts.  

• Heat extremes and drought events will be the new normal across South Asia and India. 

• Sea levels will continue to rise. For India, with a coastline of over 7500 kms, this is a signifi-

cant threat to people living there. For instance, across six Indian port cities – Chennai, Kochi, 

Kolkata, Mumbai, Surat, and Visakhapatnam – 28.6 million people could be exposed to coastal 

flooding if sea levels rise by 50 cm and the assets exposed to flooding will be worth about $4 

trillion. 

This is not a legacy that children in India and around the world are happy to inherit.  
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So, what can We do? 

Though ranked third in the world for 

highest CO2 emissions (5% of global 

emissions), India houses 17% of the 

world’s population and has a per capita 

footprint of 1.92 tonnes, which is much 

lesser than the developed nations. In 

COP 26, India committed by 2030, to 

increase non-fossil energy capacity to 

500 GW, meet 50% of its energy needs 

from renewable energy, reduce the car-

bon intensity of its economy by 45%, 

and achieve ‘net zero’ emissions by 

2070. 

 

As individuals and organisations, we 

can also contribute through our choices 

in lifestyles, economics, and politics. 

Make the small decisions and take the 

small actions that make an impact im-

mediately and in the future. Lead, sup-

port, and follow the young in creating 

climate change. Become Climate Cham-

pions.  

 

As schoolboy 14-year-old Finlay Prin-

gle, marching for climate change in 

Scotland says, "If you really, truly 
love something and you want to 
protect it, no matter what it is, it 
doesn't have to be climate strik-
ing, but if there's something that 
you love and you want to pro-
tect it, then you should do that, 
don't think twice about it."   

What are we waiting for? 
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                              OCTOBER 

• DB BEST graduation ceremony of Batches 

11 to 14  

• Job fair conducted by DB BEST Academy 

• Monitoring and evaluation visits to 

BREADS’ projects 

• Flood relief activities in Kerala 

• Capacity-building for BREADS staff 

• Release of handbook for Child Rights     

training- CREAM 

 

                                                                                               

                                                                               

                                                                                          

        

     

 

                           NOVEMBER 

• CREAM’s participation in the KSCPCR 

public hearing of children 

• Children’s Day celebrations across Don 

Bosco institutions  

• Child Rights Week observance 

• PDO Best Practices- exposure visit to 

BREADS by other PDOs 

• Capacity-building for BREADS staff 

• Monitoring and evaluation of BREADS’ 

projects 

• Launch and induction training- DREAM 

programme 

• Inauguration of 16th skill training batch- DB 

BEST Academy 

• Laying of foundation stone- Don Bosco 

School, Bidar 
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Awareness on Menstrual Hygiene and Distribution of Sanitary pads 

When it comes to menstrual hygiene and health, it has been seen that women and girls living in 

rural areas, urban slums, shelter homes...more... 

Release of Handbook on Child Rights training 

The handbook of Child rights training for CREAM staff was released by Fr Jose Koyickal, 

Provincial of the Salesian Province of Bangalore in the presence of the Provincial team and all 

the Rectors ...more... 

Job Fair at DB BEST Academy 

DB BEST Academy (Skill training centre of BREADS Bangalore) organized a job fair 

in association with seven recruiting companies on 27 October 2021...more... 

Kerala Flood Relief Activities 

Since the beginning of the week, the heavy rainfall and the consequent floods have devastated the 

state of Kerala claiming the lives of many and displacing thousands. Rescue efforts are in full 

swing with the help of local administrators everywhere...more... 
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